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What are archives?
• Archives are collections of primary source 
documents or records providing information 
about a place, institution, person, or group of 
people.
• Archives are documents that are no longer 
needed for their original purpose, yet have 
significant informational and evidential value 
for the purpose of writing history.
What’s in the archives?
•Documents: letters, ledgers, diaries, reports, manuscripts, etc.
•Publications: journals, books, articles, magazines, etc.
•Photographs
•Ephemera: tickets, flyers, pamphlets, posters, etc.
•Audiovisual materials: films, music recordings, home movies, etc.
•Maps and building plans: architectural drawings, diagrams, etc.
•Digital information: spreadsheets, datasets, tweets, FB posts, etc.
•Artefacts and Art
What is the purpose of keeping archives? 
• Preserving evidence of events, people, etc. in order to write history
• What else?
“History is written by the victors”
https://slate.com/culture/2019/11/history-is-written-by-the-victors-quote-origin.html
Historical 
Record
Archival Silences
=
Gaps in the 
Historical Record
Carter, Rodney G. S. 2006. "Of Things Said and 
Unsaid: Power, Archival Silences, and Power in 
Silence." Archivaria (61): 215.
“…if we so much as say silence, we have 
already destroyed it.”
Karmen MacKendrick, Immemorial Silence (Albany: State University of New York 
Press, 2001), p. 5. 
Contemporaneous Collecting

• Do you agree that it’s important to collect these 
experiences now rather than later? Why or why not?
• Look at the La Salle Covid-19 Archive submission 
page. What would make it easier for community 
members to contribute?
